Dear Parents, Students, Staff and
Friends of our Assumption Community,

Congratulations to everyone involved in the
Assumption Day celebrations, held last Friday, August
15. The day began with our traditional whole school
Mass in the Gonzales Centre. The focus was on Mary
as a role model for all members of our Assumption
College community. A big thank you to Ms Carolyn
Young for her work in preparing the liturgy.

The fete and talent quest which followed were very
successful. Students clearly enjoyed the various
activities and food stalls organised by their peers in the
various homerooms. The talent quest provided
excellent entertainment. We have raised around seven
thousand dollars for needy Marist schools overseas
which is an outstanding result.

The day clearly achieved our intention of celebrating
not only the Feast of the Assumption, but also the
spirit of being a member of the Assumption
community. At the same time it was important for our
students to acknowledge the needs of those less
fortunate by raising funds to support them.

Adelaide Exchange Weekend, August 22 -
24

Over 120 students and 14 staff members are looking
forward to the annual Marist exchange between
Assumption College and Sacred Heart College, which
will take place this weekend at Somerton Park,
Adelaide. Good luck to all students representing ACK,
and | am delighted that a large number of parents are
going to Adelaide to provide much needed vocal
support for our students.

College Production , September 5 and 6

Advance notice that our College production, The
Servant of Two Masters will take place on Friday 5"
and Saturday 6" September. The students have been
rehearsing for many months, and we look forward to
them performing on stage. Tickets can be purchased
at the College, and we hope to see a large number of
our Assumption families in attendance.

Assumption College

21st August 2008

Planning for 2009

Planning is underway for the 2009 school year. | draw
this to your attention because you may or not be
aware that the planning process for a school year
commences many months ahead of time. Parents of
Year 9, 10 and 11 students have recently attended
Subject Information Evenings. Our senior students
have been asked to submit their preferred course of
study by the end of next week following appropriate
consultation with teachers and mentors.

By the end of this term we aim to have a clear picture
of what subjects our students would like to study next
year. At the same time, we also need to begin the
process of setting our budgets for next year. This is a
crucial activity in the organisation of the College. | ask
that parents please return the 2009 Intention to Return
form as a matter of urgency.

Dr Andrew Fuller

Dr Fuller, a highly respected clinical psychologist and
family therapist, will be speaking about adolescent
behaviour at a Parent Information Evening on
Thursday, September 18 from 7.30 pm i 9.00 pm. |
have attended one of wherd
he suggested a number of strategies to help build
positive relationships with teenage children. | found
him to be a very engaging and knowledgeable
presenter. If you are keen to attend please return the
enclosed RSVP slip to Mrs Sarah Crozier by August
28.

First XVIII football

Congratulations to the First XVIII football team, Ray
Carroll and his coaching staff on winning the
prestigious Herald Sun Shield trophy last Saturday.
ACK defeated Essendon-Keilor College by six points
in a very exciting game. Thank you to the large
number of students, staff and parents who went to the
MCG to provide encouragement for our team.

Kind Regards

Michael Kenny
Principal

PO Box 111, Kilmore 3764 Victoria
mail registrar@assumption.vic.edu.au

Telephone (03) 5782 1422
Website www.assumption.vic.edu.au




FROM THE BUSINESS
MANAGER

Re-Enrolments

Families are reminded that re-enrolments were due on
August 1.

We are now looking to offer positions for next year, so
if you do not return your acceptance (with the
acceptance fee) by Monday, August 25 students will
risk not having a place in 2009. Please contact our
Registrar, Mr Jephson, immediately should you have
any queries or concerns.

Mr Joseph Feery
Business Manager

FROM THE DEPUTY PRINCIPAL

In many ways, this time of year is one of the most
challenging for students and teachers. With the
weather at its worst, still a long way from holidays and
the promise of warmer weather, this is a time when the
focus of all students needs to be on learning and, for
many, this is a time of important decision making. It
was good to see so many interested students and their
families attend the recent information evenings. | was
impressed by the positive attitude and enthusiasm
shown, and am hopeful of what is to come for all
students.

The curriculum for all key learning areas in schools will
continue to evolve and change. New initiatives will
come and go; S ome
technology has influenced us enormously in recent
years, as have other pedagogical themes and
directions. All this is great, and it is important that we
as educators keep abreast of these changes in
education. One thing that has not changed, however,
is the need for students to discover their own
genuine interests and talents, and use them to
establish their goals and aspirations. These can
change, but discovering who we are as individuals and
what makes us happy in life is, and will always be, vital
for each of us. During more than 20 years in teaching
|l 6ve not met
interest in something that mattered. At Assumption we
donodt provide every
we do offer a broad range for students to choose from.
| believe there is something here for all of our students
to enjoy.

| use the word enjoy quite specifically, because
learning is a joy and a gift. One of the great things
about the Internet is the easy access to knowledge,
ideas and information and hence learning. Taking
responsibility for our own learning and the efforts we
make to achieve our goals is also important.

wor k and

a tshava sbmentalentvoh o

Someti mes we think itds
goals rather than give all we have. | believe that giving
all we have, to achieving the things that are important
to us, is a great outcome in itself and something that
God wants us to do.

| encourage all Year 9, 10 and 11 students to talk to
their parents and course mentors about the interests
and talents they have and about the subjects that may
enable those talents and interests to be more fully
explored and enjoyed. | hope they set their goals high,
and strive hard to achieve them, enjoying all the
learning experiences along the way.

| wish you all wel, and pray for
guidance to be with you throughout this time of
decision making, as you work to reach your goals in
the coming years. Good luck.

Regards,

Mr Maurice Di Muzio
Deputy Principal

TEACHING AND LEARNING
NEWS

SEAOEI ¢ #EAI BACI AODO
| have recently returned from a three day seminar
entitted Shar i ng Champ ag fha sebnmar
is run each year by Champagnat Education to help
staff in Marist schools gain a better understanding of
the unique style of education developed by St
Marcellin Champagnat.

S Dufhg theél tardeGdbys spentl it the glbioBs s@rrbunds

of the Pallotine Seminary in Millgrove, near Warburton,
participants engaged in a variety of activities all
intended to extend our appreciation of what it means
to work with young people in a Marist school. For me,
a newcomer to the system, it was a most enlightening
and thought-pr ovoki ng ti me.
spelled out, and | had the opportunity to reflect on
what it meant for me in my role at Assumption and,
more personally, in terms of my faith journey.

Before the seminar | had an understanding of

dVdr d@lslory maredssome appreciation of what it

meant when translated to teaching at Assumption

c o,nbate i v aChlleg, but Ionbw seecthe nbortaside bfdhg challenge
he has set for those of us entrusted with the education

of young peopl e. Mar cel |
calls us to approach teaching from the perspective of
the five pillars:

Presence

iwWe educate above all

people in ways that show them we care for them
personally.o

Ma rlic e |

ug



Simplicity
iwWe say what
whatwe say. 0O

we beli eve,

Family Spirit

AFat her Champagnat 6s
we relate to each other and to the young people in our
care as members of a loving family would intuitively
do. 0

Love of Work

Aln a school setting,
preparation of our classes and educational activities,
thorough correction of
projects, planning and evaluation of our programmes,
and additional accompaniment of those who are
experiencing any sort of
In The Way Of Mary

fiToget her wi t h Joseph
Jesus with the family unity and love he needed to grow
as a person. o

(In the Footsteps of Marcellin - A vision for Marist
Education Today, 1998)

These pillars need to be at the heart of everything we
do at Assumption College. Teachers need to be
making them clear and explicit to students and
allowing them to infuse our approach to teaching.
Parents need to be supporting the values they
espouse and helping students live out the realities of
being Christian in the 21 Century. Students need to
be conscious of what a Marist education has to offer
and of the important role they can play in carrying out
the ideals of Marcellinés

If we all share these ideals and set ourselves the
challenge of living them out each day, we can
influence those around us and help to shape a better
future for the world. I
with their children about what it means to be a part of
the Marist community, and how they can contribute to
shar i ng their gi fts wi t h
already called on staff at Assumption to reflect on the
special place they hold as educators, and to be
mindful of what we are called to do in the name of
Marcellin Champagnat. If we all work together, with
Godobs hel p, we can enri
people and help them to be the best they can.

Mr Geoff Crawford
Director of Teaching and Learning

MATH S UPDATE

It was very pleasing to see well over 500 students
competing in the University of New South Wales
Mathematics Competition on Tuesday, July 29. It was
particularly pleasing to see about 25 students from
Year 11 and about 15 students from Year 12 keenly
participating. This is the largest number of senior
students in the competition for many years.

great

lub v e
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c h

This International Competition and Assessment for

a n &choolb @CAS) wilh @ravide whe fachlty With dataeabout
individuals, year levels and the position of the College
in general. Results will be available later this term.

dSeeen Near & stutlents eqcepted thé shallénbea df
studying mathematics from the Year 10 course during
Semester One. They demonstrated not only a natural
aptitude for mathematics, but the ability to work
independently and to effectively organise their learning
opportunities. The beginning of Semester Two has
sadh thisvgrougkexpanthip 13 studentsavho @@ aveafe
of the benefits of undertaking the Year 10 course while

s t u direYedr 8 a@nd ara prepared nomeet theschallenyed

These students will be well positioned to complete

di f Unitcond and twosof @VCE mathematics subject next

year to follow with Units three and four while in Year

N 41z la shauld be,mads diear thap applying fdre glace in
Units one and two general mathematics is not confined
to this group. It is open to students completing Year 9
mathematics this year; however, all will have to
demonstrate a mathematical ability, the ability to
manage their learning and a strong commitment to the
subject.

Students in Years 7 and 8 are now studying maths in
more homogeneous groups. Students in pairs of
homerooms are now divided according to their needs;
this enables teachers to better meet the needs of
individuals. Teachers from the Learning Enhancement
Centre are very much a part of the teaching teams;
they have the skills and experience to support
students who require more time with concepts, or
those who grasp concepts quickly and are able to be
extended and/or accelerated within the level. This
grouping of students, combined with regular work on
the Mathletics program, has already made a difference
to teaching and learning outcomes in these levels.
urge all parents to sit an
At this stage of the year, VCE students of mathematics
should have a week-by-week planner with times set
t h easide betivean now and rtheimeixamynations, id about
nine weeks, to complete questions from past papers.

Vi

In the few weeks just prior to the exams, time should
be set aside to complete entire papers under exam
t chnelitionis.i ltvie Boped that students gre orgagising
study groups to network with each other in the lead up
to the examination period. VCE past examination
papers are available online and can be found at the
following site:
http://www.vcaa.vic.edu.au/vce/exams/examsassessre
ports.html#H2N10355
Solutions to these papers can be found on the ACK
homepage:
http://intranet/intranet/maths/Maths Exams (VCE)/Mat
hs%20Exams%20(VCE).htm

Ms Jo Cross
Learning Area Co-ordinator - Mathematics
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YEARS 7 AND 8 CHRISTIAN
SERVICE

Both year levels have completed their Christian
Service program.

From looking at their diaries, there have been many
lawns mowed, houses cleaned, dishes washed, pets
walked and fed. The students really embraced the
theme of fil n t he Spi t Mums, adéds,
siblings, cousins and grandparents were helped with
work or had work done for them. There was also a
great quantity of water carried, as many of the
students were water boys or girls for local footy teams
and helped out in other areas of the community.

Here are a few comments made by the students in
their reflections:

O6Hel ping ot herds
deople need help, and doing Christian Service
showed me that.6

6t doesndt take much
The aim of the program was to teach students the
importance of helping others and for them to start
becoming people of service, following in Christ and
Marcel |l i nbs footsteps,
communities throughout the world.

Ms Vicki Devine
Christian Services Co-ordinator

MUSIC NEWS

Where are they now?

It is always great to pass on news of ex-Assumption
studentsésuccess in the arts world. Wallan day student
Brendan Coustley has had a long standing career in
theatre. He is currently playing the role of Alexander
Downer in AKeating, the

Ben Chisholm is also meeting with success in film and
television. He can be seen currently on the ABC series
AHol | owmen. o

Talent contest

Donét forget t his
Wednesday, September 17. It will feature the best of
ACK senior students, and an exciting performance by
jazz legend Bob Sedegreen with our very own vocalist
Chantal Mitvalsky.

Assumption Day Concert

What a great afternoon of music from our students.
Congratulations to Rachael Comte first prize, Bianca
Kyriacou second, Grant Hardisty and Natasha Treacy
third.

Mr Peter Barlow
Director of Music and Performing Arts

= a mi TRGM THE BOARDING HOUSE
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ACK is not quite in the
grip of Olympic fever,
but like many homes
across Australia the
Games have been
popular viewing in the
Boarding House;
thereos
TV screen near
reception where you
can watch them. The
SWi mmi ng i s a favourite
boarders could gain a lot by following the example of
Libby Trickett, gold medallist in the 100 metres
butterfly. Libby told the Herald Sun she likes to have
quotes and goals stuck up around the house as a
personal remi nder of what
look at them she says, fOK, that's what I'm working
towards and I've got to keep working towards those
th i n gHer favourite quote is, fAirthey never said it
would be easy. They just said it would be worth it.0

Some boarders already have motivational slogans
stuck up in their room. This is an ideal way to help
focus the mind, especially during study, and to help set
goals and reach them. | am thinking here particularly
of academic goals, but clearly such an approach can
be used to encourage them to improve in sport or in
any other area of life where there is a striving for
excellence.

In light of those comments, | hope our boarders will
follow Libbyds exampl e, a
upon their sons and daughters the importance of
seeing teachers whenever they are struggling to
understand something, and to make sure they book
times in the evening to see Boarding House tutors.

Early this month Mel Bratovic, Bernie Jephson and |
travelled to Sacred Heart College, Yarrawonga to
interview 12 prospective boarders going into Years 11
and 12 next year. It was an enjoyable visit where we
spoke with the parents and siblings of some of our
current and former boarders. | thank Lou Nagle,
deputy principal of Sacred Heart and former ACK
teacher, for making us feel so welcome.

e Vv en



Football is a big part of boarding life, and last Saturday
many of our boarders cheered on Assumption at the
MCG as they defeated Essendon-Keilor College by a
goal in the final of the Herald Sun Shield. They stood
at the fence in the Ponsford stand near the goal posts.
They were also at Trinity to support the team in the
exciting two point win over Penleigh and Essendon
Grammar in the AGSV Grand Final at the start of
August. One boarder, Liam Durkin, not only plays but
al so writes under hi s ni
games. This journalist-in-the-making puts comments
onto the Australian Rules Football.com.au website. He
recently celebrated his 14" birthday with a large cake
and a pifata in the SdmuShaw
took this photo of the pifiata.

For those unfamiliar with

t he pi ¥ atde,of

papier-méaché or

cardboard in the shape of

just about anything, but

usually an animal, is full

of chocolates and other

sweets and is hung up

and hit with a stick. We

are always keen to

celebrate birthdays, and

the Year 12s have a

tradition of singing6 Happ y

Birthdaydé at dinner for t
what is usually their 18".  Whi |l e we
birthday cakes, any parent can order a cake for their
son or daughter from Kilmore Bakery or Kemp& wh
deliver it. The candles will be lit OHappy
and the cake given out in the dorm during supper.

As well as our trips to watch the two football Grand
Finals, there have been two social functions in the
Boarding House this term: ten-pin bowling at Keon
Park, after shopping at Epping Plaza, and a trip to the
movies to see the | atest
featuring Heath Ledger. The Boarding Council is
planning some events for those left in Kilmore during
next week-endds Adel ai de
keen to have an ACK ver si on
coming weeks.

of

Around 16 girls who preferred to stay put a few
Sundays ago got busy in the food technology kitchen.
Under the guidance of supervisors, Julie Sinclair and
Andrea Sharp, they cooked chocolate cakes and
scones. Julie and Andrea became the Maggie Beer
and Nigella Lawson of Assumption with their cooking
tips which led to a couple of perfect cakes but some
rather flat hard scones! Andrea tells me the girls
werendét gentle enough wit

Finally, 1 am looking forward to the Association of
Marist Schools of Australia (AMSA) Boarding
Conference which Assumption College is hosting.

Birthdayé

it Hsxash a n g e
6Austral

From September 7 to 9, boarding staff from nine
Marist schools, including one from New Zealand, will
gather to look at how we can improve the boarding
experience for the young people in our care.

Mr Paul Hopkins
Director of Boarding

cknamack E'QUESTRIAN NEwS X

2008 is proving to be a hectic year for equestrian
Baports. Thei2 oseems to dhe gquestrian events each

weekend, a definite change from the forced break that

came with the equine influenza outbreak in 2007.

The interschool equestrian calendar has proved to be
problematic this year. Clashing event dates within the
Interschool Equestrian Series and those hosted under
PCAV, EFA or HRCAV rules have resulted in the ACK
equestrian team being smaller than usual or having
two teams at different events.

Saturday, September 6 will prove to be another busy
day with ACK being represented at two events. 16
students will travel to the Yarra Glen and Lilydale Hunt
Club to compete in the Yarra Valley Grammar Third
Annual Interschool Horse Trials. Six students will
h o straveliton Kynheloe torcompete in the Saced Heara

d o n 6QGollegp Cambined €raining and Dressage Day. Good

luck to each equestrian, their stead and their

o 6 | $upporters.

sung
The P&F ACK Equestrian Gr
Wednesday, August 27 at 8:00pm in the staffroom.
Supporters of the equestrian team are invited to attend
and assist in the development of this great sport at
Assumption College.

Bat man f il 0The Dark

m Kni ght

and

i an |l do!l O

h the scone dough.

Mrs Helen Perez
Equestrian Coordinator




