
Information from the Career’s Desk. 

 

Royal Victorian Aero Club 

In the sixth newsletter we advertised a ‘Young Eagles Victoria” program for 12 – 17 year 

olds who are interested in being a pilot. Shane Eastwood from Yr 8 took the opportunity 

to find out more about this program and has written about his experience. 

 

Being a Pilot by Shane Eastwood 8 Gold. 

I spoke with Mrs Pendlebury about becoming a pilot. She said I should go and pay a visit 

to The Royal Aero Club (RVAC) at Moorabbin Airport. 

 

Last Sunday it was a beautiful crisp clear morning with hardly any wind or clouds. A 

perfect day for flying! After arriving at the club we had a forty five minute briefing by 

Mike Murphy who built his own aircraft and flew around the world three times including 

both the North and South Poles with no support.  Mike Murphy is also the Patron of the 

RVAC and his plane was there for us to look at.   

 

Next a recruiting officer from the Defence forces gave us a talk about becoming a pilot 

and other job opportunities with the Army, Navy and Air Force. 

 

In pairs we went with a pilot and learnt about the instruments of the aircraft including the 

cockpit, radio, navigation equipment, landing gear and flaps and other interesting facts.  

After this, Ian, our pilot took us for a half hours flight around the city in which I was able 

to have a go at flying the plane. We then flew back and landed at Moorabbin Airport 

where the person in the back and I exchanged seats and off we went again for another 

half hour flight down the South Coast, around Frankston and over the ocean and back o 

Moorabbin. 

 

It was a great day and best if all it was FREE. If you are thinking of becoming a pilot I 

highly recommend that you pay the RVAC a visit. 

 

Yr 10’s Excursion to the National Careers and Employment Expo 

Last month all Yr 10’s visited the National Career Expo in Melbourne as an introduction 

to their subject selection process for next year. We have included Marine Fitzgerald’s 

thoughts about the excursion. 

 

Career Expo by Marnie Fitzgerald  

The day commenced with a brief outline of the pathways that Assumption College offers 

for year 11 onwards, in relation to our up and coming subject selections approaching all too 

quickly.  

As the morning progressed, many were sceptic as to how the day could possibly benefit 

them, especially leading up to an exeat where we were all eager to get the day over with. 

However, upon entrance to the Melbourne Exhibition Centre, hundreds of businesses, 

universities and facilities offering employment flooded us with information and promotion 

on their trade. The views of most changed from this time, in a bid to receive as many 

‘freebies’ as they could in the time allocated. A favourite exhibit of many was the ‘Savers’ 

display, where students received free lollipops. In considering this, it can almost be 

guaranteed that everybody visited the ‘Reece’ display, many filling out a form of interest, 

others memorising a pamphlet in order to receive a free t-shirt, hat or a beanie. 

The trade displays proved quite popular to all, where students could get their hands dirty 

and ‘try a trade’ such as landscape gardening, building or even plumbing to name a few. 



Although, this was not the case for several females, who opted for the free manicures 

accessible at a particular beauty exhibit where the queue stretched at least twenty metres 

long at some times.  

However, the expo was not all fun and games; the day wasn’t only beneficial to those who 

have their future career path in mind, but those who are unclear on future pathways also 

gained much from the experience, with an insight on what is available to them in the not so 

distant future.  

 

Subject Selection for 2009 

Yes are already talking about subject selections for students who will be at ACK in 2009. 

Students in Yr 10 have already had two information sessions given by the Heads of 

Departments about the various options that are available for them going into Yr 11. They 

have also received a subject information book, a job guide as well as a booklet about 

VCE and VCAL. If you haven’t seen these books yet please ask your child about them. 

Before Yr 10 students meet with their staff mentor which will take place in Term 3 

students have been asked to read the subject book and highlight any subjects that interest 

them. We will be having an information night for parents of students going into Yr 11 on 

Monday 28
th

 July.  

Students in Yr 11 have had one information session about choices that are available to 

them in 2009. These options include changing from VCE to VCAL, adding a School 

based Apprenticeship to their program or adding VET modules as few courses are able to 

be completed in 12 months.  

Yr 11 students will be involved in our career information morning on 19
th

 June. 

We will be have an information night for parents of students going into Yr 12 on Monday 

4
th

 August.   

 

Are you interested in learning a Trade? 

If you are interested in a trade then you should have a look at the site 

www.skillsone.com.au for videos and case studies about careers in automotive, building 

and construction, electrical, engineering, hospitality, manufacturing, minerals and 

farming. This is a very really useful website with information about these trades plus how 

to get an apprenticeship and it even has some jobs advertised. 

 

Does working on large machinery interest you? 

William Adams, the Caterpillar equipment dealer for Victoria/Tasmania, sells and 

services all their products.  They want to recruit highly motivated and ambitious young 

people for their 2009 apprentice intake of tradesmen in Diesel Mechanics, Boilermakers, 

Auto Electricians and Fitters and Turners here in Victoria and Diesel Mechanics and 

Boilermakers in Tasmania. Their apprenticeship training facilities are in Clayton, 

Laverton, Horsham, Mildura, Wodonga, Swan Hill, Burnie, Launceston and Hobart. 

William Adams is holding information sessions for students and parents. They are on 

Tues 8 July & 19 Aug, Cnr Boundary Rd and Spencer St, Laverton; Tues 17 June, 1 & 15 

July, 5 Aug, 17-55 Nantilla Rd, Clayton. All sessions are between 6pm – 8pm. 

Registration is essential: Lorna, 9566 0710; www.williamadams.com.au.     

 

Herald Sun Career Expo 

Here is another chance to check out education, training and employment opportunities. 

The event will showcase some of Australia and New Zealand’s tertiary institutions, 

training colleges, employers with a focus on the boom industries of the new millennium. 

There will be more that 100 exhibitors. When: 20 - 22 June; Where: Melbourne 

Exhibition Centre, Southbank.  

http://www.skillsone.com.au/
http://www.williamadams.com.au/


 

Surveying, Geomatics and Cartography at RMIT 

From 2008 RMIT offers the only four year surveying and geomatics degrees and the only 

three year cartography degree in Victoria. It’s all about measuring, mapping, analysing 

and modeling information using a range of technologies including GIS and GPS. The 

degrees lead to careers in land surveying and management, cartography, under-sea 

mapping, GPS and navigation systems development, GIS, geographic visualisation and 

satellite imagery. Australia has a shortage of these specialists and job opportunities are 

abundant, diverse and rewarding. All degrees include work experience and field trips. 

Further information can be gained from the School of Mathematical and Geospatial 

Sciences, RMIT; Ph. 9925 2416, E. geospatial@rmit.edu.au; www.rmit.edu.au/geospatial  

 

Interested in a career in Health and Community Services? 

Kangan Batman TAFE have developed an excellent website about the Health and 

Community Service Industry. This website has lots of useful information for students and 

parents. It has a career quiz, List of Occupations A – Z, a Resume builder, How to create 

a personal profile, How to contact employers for workplace learning and much more. 

You should take the time to visit www.hccareers.vic.edu.au 

 

Careers at the Zoo 

If you are thinking about a career that involves working with animals you might like to 

get involved in the Werribee Open Range Zoo Career Days during the holidays. These 

career days are being held between July 3
rd

 – July 25
th

. If you are interested please 

contact Jeanette Goonan on (03) 9731 9613 for further information.  

 

Interested in a career in Natural Medicines? 

The Australian College of Natural Medicines is holding a Course Information Seminar on 

July 13
th

. ACNM is a private institution which offers both scholarships and fee-help for 

some courses. Scholarships are awarded on the basis of the individual’s passion for 

natural medicine. For further information visit www.vic.acnm.edu.au 

 

Interested in studying interstate or New Zealand? 

University of New England Extra Early Entry – offers the opportunity for students to 

apply for entry to UNE on the basis of their overall performance at school and not just 

your ENTER score. Applications must be loged with UAC or QTAC and if successful, 

will receive an offer in early December. For further information, visit 

www.une.edu.au/unextra or call 1800 818 865. 

 

University of Sydney – is holding an information session in Melbourne. For further 

information and to register please visit www.usyd.edu.au/national or phone 1300 362 006 

 

Queenstown Resort College (NZ) – is now taking applications for 2009 National 

Scholarships in Diploma of Adventure Tourism Management and Diploma of Hospitality 

Management. For further information visit www.queenstownresortcollege/home/future-

students/scholarships 

 

Interested in spending a gap year as a ski instructor in the USA? 

Educating Adventures has a limited number of places open for the EA Instructor 

Internship Program in the USA which commences in December. This is a unique 

opportunity for enthusiastic skiers or snowboarders to become qualified instructors but it 

mailto:geospatial@rmit.edu.au
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http://www.hccareers.vic.edu.au/
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is not cheap as you need to include air fares on top of the course fees. For further 

information visit www.educatingadventures.com  

 

If parents have any questions about career information you can now email us on 

careers@assumption.vic.edu.au 

 

J. Pendlebury and Chris White 

Career Coordiantors. 

 

http://www.educatingadventures.com/
mailto:careers@assumption.vic.edu.au

