
                   From the Boarding House-March 2008 

It was good to see so many boarders’ families at our barbecue at ACK on Sunday March the 

2nd. In bright sunshine we ate and talked in the Boarding House quad, watched over by 

Marcellin’s statue.  It was an ideal opportunity for families to mingle, and for staff to catch-

up, face-to-face, with parents we most often speak to on the phone. We watched two trial 

football games with a large number of boarders in the sides. Thanks to Ray Carroll for 

organising those matches, to Meryl Connell, boarding parents’ representative on the College 

Council, for organising the event and to Chef Shane Elliott and his staff for preparing salads 

and cooking. We hope to make the barbecue an annual event. 

                                       ***************************** 

More than 60 boarders and four supervisors travelled to Telstra Dome on Friday night 

February the 22nd, to watch Essendon beat the Western Bulldogs by more than 50 points. 

Supervisor, Fred Wallace (making a rare appearance at an AFL game) was amused by an 

ardent Bulldogs supporter sitting nearby who kept yelling instructions (abuse?) at his team. 

Another spectator urged him to calm down and say something positive about the players, 

and he copped a string of expletives for his trouble. Everyone from ACK did the right thing, 

no one got lost and the buses arrived back at 11.15.  

                                    ***************************** 

With the Labour Day exeat over, no doubt boarders will appreciate being able to now have 

overnight leave. This leave was restricted at the start of term as a way of helping boarders, 

especially new ones, settle in to the routines of the Boarding House, and to help overcome 

homesickness. The worst thing anyone can do when homesick, is to go home!  

                                     ************************** 

Heavy drinking by teenagers has featured prominently in the news recently. Stephen Lunn, 

writing in The Australian last month, quotes from a government report which concludes 

that, ‘Parents should delay the onset of alcohol use in young people as long as possible in order to 

avert the adverse impact of alcohol on adolescent body and brain development as well as to reduce 

the likelihood of high-risk alcohol use and abuse in adulthood.’ In light of such a comment, I 

remind boarders and parents of Assumption’s position on parties. 

 According to the Boarding Handbook, as far as possible they should be held during holidays 

or exeat weekends. Only eight boarders are allowed to attend a party, and we must be 

given its details at least one week beforehand. Those details must include: numbers 

attending, time and place, contact phone numbers and supervision provided. Boarders are 

only allowed to attend parties in private homes, and staff will only give permission if there is 

adequate adult supervision and no alcohol permitted. We are concerned about the welfare 

of your sons and daughters, and because of our duty of care there will be times when we 



say no to a party. We hope host families and boarders’ parents respect that decision. With 

18th birthday parties common in Year 12, and considering the academic importance of the 

year, I hope boarders will restrict their party going during term time. 

                                       ************************** 

The tutoring program with the two Duncan sisters is working well. Boarders needing help 

put their name onto a tutoring sheet on a Monday night and are given times on Tuesday 

and Wednesday nights. I urge parents to encourage their sons and daughters to use this free 

service as a way of improving their understanding and consequently their results.  

                                        *********************** 

I have just finished reading first term Boarding Reports. I was impressed with how most of 

our boarders are going, however, some struggle with study, keeping their rooms tidy, and 

doing their dorm duties. If parents have any concerns, they should speak to the relevant 

boarding supervisor on the phone or during parent-student-teacher interviews on day one 

of second term. Because of those interviews, there’ll be no buses returning to ACK after the 

holidays except for the bus from Tullamarine Airport. 

                                      ******************** 

Finally, as I write we are looking forward to the twilight fete on Saturday March 15th. Some 

of the equipment for the rides and other amusements has already arrived, along with some 

produce from generous parents for the various stalls. If it’s anything like last year’s event, 

which had a fantastic carnival atmosphere, it should be a great success.  

                                         

  

 

   

 


