From the Boarding House: February 2008

Life in the Boarding House in 2008 has started very well. ¢ K SNX Qa I yAOS
dorms; the boarders are mixing well, and very few are complaining of homesickness. It is not
easy not been able to go home prior to the Exeat, but there is method in our madness. This
approach helps new boarders settle in, encourages them to form friendships, and allows
them to become familiar with the important routines of boarding life. There are 128
boarders, around 10 morethl vy f I a4 @SFNE |yR 0SSOl dzi ®wo
new supervisors, Dianne Cruise and Andrea Sharp, both from Romsey, have joined our part-
time staff.

Boarders have already enjoyed several social functions. There was a disco on the first Friday
night of term. With Australia Day celebrated just before the start of the school year, the
boarders were encouraged to dress in Australiana. There was plenty of green and gold,
quite a few imitation beer bellies, some flannel shirts, beanies, Stubbies shorts, beach hats
and blue singlets. One girl draped an Australian flag beach towel over her shoulders. Those
with the most impressive outfits received cash prizes. The disco was popular, and another is
being planned, after a couple of senior girls asked me when the next one would be on.

The Years 11 and 12 boarders and supervisors Paul Gleeson, Dave Knight, Julie Sinclair and
Steve Calvert, went to Ocean Grove on Sunday February 3". The weather was perfect and
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on the sand. The following Sunday around 23 boarders, mainly juniors, along with Ray
Carroll and Steve Calvert went to the Australia Vs India day-night cricket match at the MCG.
They saw Australia dismissed for 159 in the 44th over, and headed home at 7.30. As | write,
a trip to the beach for the junior boarders is scheduled for next Sunday.
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In late 2007, | spoke about renovations to the Boarding House. Work on the bathrooms and
toilets was expected to be completed during the Christmas holidays, however, due to a
problem with the tendering process, work has been delayed and should begin later in the
year.
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representative on the College Council, is organizing a barbecue at the College for Sunday
March 2™, It will start at around 12.00pm near the Pavilion of the Carroll Oval. Everyone
will be made very welcome. Please feel free to bring a tennis racket or cricket bat as you
may be called upon to take on some eager boarders. It will be a very relaxed affair, and
hopefully the weather will be kind to us.
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It is a pleasure to welcome Laura and Samantha Duncan as tutors to the Boarding House.
They are making themselves available on Tuesday and Wednesday evenings to assist
boarders who may be struggling with their school work. Laura and Samantha are ex-
students from Assumption College and are currently completing their degrees at University.
Boarders are able to access these tutors by speaking to their Dormitory Supervisors.
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Just a reminder, that if you have not yet returned the completed forms at the back of the
Boarding House Handbook and the information required to facilitate our email system,
could you forward those on to either the Dormitory Supervisor or myself, as soon as
possible. Thank you.
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In closing, | want to personally welcome to the Assumption family all our new boarders and
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rest of the boarding staff, look forward to working closely with parents and teachers, as

together we strive to help our young people become good Christians and good citizens. For

your son or daughter to reach their full potential we cannot work in isolation. Working in

partnership, and supporting your son or daughters commitment to the College will prove to

be a winning combination for all concerned.

Mr Paul Hopkins

Director of Boarding



